Smithsonian Institution - Collections Emergency Kit Survey

By Melissa King - June 2020

22 Smithsonian collecting units were surveyed to get a better understanding of their collections
emergency kit contents and management. This is a summary of the results from that survey.

Top 30 Most Frequent Emergency Kit Supplies:

1. Nitrile gloves 11. Permanent markers 21. Object tag

2. Ziploc bags 12. Notepad/notebook 22. Duct tape

3. Absorbent socks 13. Pencils 23. Paper towels

4. Flashlights 14. Batteries 24. Tarp

5. Trash bags 15. Caution tape 25. Apron

6. Polyethylene 16. Utility knife 26. Dust mask
sheeting 17. Work gloves 27. Blotter paper

% fpange 18. Safety 28. Bucket

8. Coverall glasses/goggles 29. Clipboard

9. Scissors 19. Door stop 30. Towels

10. Absorbent pads 20. Headlamp

OVERALL SURVEY RESULTS

Major Recommendations:

« Utilize floorplans to identify kit locations

Consider maximizing access to the kits through training

Don’t forget about supplies that expire! (batteries, tape, gloves, etc.)

Perforated zip-ties and tamper-proof tape can help to minimize supply pilfering while also

serving as a reminder to do an inventory

It is useful to maintain both an inventory list online and a physical one within emergency

kits to mark off used supplies

Clearly identify leadership for kit maintenance

Mobility is an incredibly important kit feature

Be creative when it comes to kit supplies!
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Results from this survey represent collections emergen-
¢y kitinventory lists combined from 22 Smithsonian
collecting units. The overall percentages were calculat-
ed by frequency of material-types being listed
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